
Summer Reading Assignment for AP Literature 
 

Hello, and welcome to AP Literature and Composition.  For the summer reading assignment, you will need to 

read stories from the Bible as well as Greek and Roman mythology along with two novels/plays of your choice.  

Don't wait until the last minute to do so as it will take you longer than you think, especially if you take good 

notes as you read.  You will have a quiz on the Bible/mythology characters and story lines when school starts, 

just not on the first day, though 

The Bible as Literature 

Much of the quality literature that we will be reading, as well as many pieces that appear on the AP exam, 

frequently contain allusions to common Biblical stories and classic myths.  It is vital that students spend time 

reading and becoming acquainted with the most common of these stories to deepen their appreciation and 

comprehension of the literature they read.  

In many pieces of literature, characters are given names that allude to people from the Bible.  Examples: Moby 

Dick, The Scarlet Letter, Grapes of Wrath.  References to the wisdom of Solomon, the trials of Job , the parting 

of the Red Sea, Lot's wife, a Judas kiss, and the Prodigal Son all have their origins in the Old or New Testament 

and knowledge of the story lines will add to the depth of understanding of the novel, play, short story or 

poem. 

If you are not accustomed to reading the Bible, google the stories and read a synopsis.  That will do. 

Take notes in a spiral notebook or composition book on each of these: 

Stories from the Old Testament

 Adam, Eve and the Garden of Eden 

 God's test of Abraham 

 Noah and the Flood 

 Joseph and his brothers and 
The coat of many colors  

 Cain and Abel 

 Lot and his wife 

 David and Goliath 

 The discovery of baby Moses in the bushes 

 Moses and the Passover 

 Moses and burning bush  

 The journey through the Red Sea 

 Moses and the Pharoah (fat and skinny 

cows) 

 Manna from heaven 

 The plagues of Egypt: what were they and 

why did they happen 

 The Ten Commandments 

 The Ark of the Covenant 

 The story of Ruth 

 The story of Job and the things with which 

he was plagued 

 David and Bathsheba 

 The story of King Solomon and his wisdom.  

Include the story that illustrated his wisdom 

regarding the baby 

 

Stories from the New Testament 

The Nativity    Matthew 1 or Luke 2 
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The Prodigal Son      Luke 15: 11-32 

Lazarus John 11:1-12 

The Betrayal Matthew 25, 26 

30 pieces of silver Matthew 26:33, Mark 15:22 or John 19:17 

The Beatitudes Matthew 5:3-12 

Pontius Pilate 

 

Mythology 

Since a great deal of what we read includes allusions to Greek and Roman mythology, please familiarize 

yourself with the names and stories listed below. 

 

Unless you have a good book on mythology, the best source to gain familiarity with these myths would be the 

Internet.  Keep good notes. 

 

Pandora's Box 

Echo and Narcissus 

Cupid and Psyche 

King Midas the Golden Touch 

Arachne and Athena 

Phaeton/Apollo and Sun Chariot 

Icarus and Daedelus 

Minotaur and the Labyrinth 

Helen of Troy 

Achilles 

Aphrodite 

Athena 

Atlas 

 Dionysus 

Cerberus 

Charon 

Helen of Troy 

Hera 

Zeus 

Artemis and Diana 

Prometheus 

Sysiphus 

Also, read as many novels as you can that are deemed AP quality.  Google AP Literature Reading Lists and you 

will find several good options to peruse.  Read at least two novels or plays.  If you have never read Romeo and 

Juliet, do so.   There is more to the story than you might think. Find something that intrigues you.  Ask people 

what they like.  If you go to Amazon.com and look up the title, you can find reviews for almost all the books.  

Just be careful to avoid spoilers.  And don't forget to read lighter fare just for fun.   

Last year there were a number of students who opted out of AP Literature after three years of Honors English 

and AP Language and Composition.  Many of them came to me and said they regretted that decision.  They 

wanted an easier senior year.  What they found was that they were bored and they missed the companionship 

and conversations that they had enjoyed in English classes during their earlier years.  If you are leaning in that 

direction, think more than twice about it.   

Have a great summer and we'll see you in August. 


